
Asosiasi Penambang Rakyat Indonesia 
Indonesian Informal Miner Association

Address: 

Jl. Prof. Dr. Latumeten 50, Komp. Sentra Latumeten, Blok E1, 
Jakarta Barat – Telp: (021) 56980444

HP: 081318135059  Email: dpp.apri@gmail.com; Website: tambangrakyat.com

Founded: August 24, 2014, in Yogyakarta

 34 DPW (Provincial Level)

 330 DPC(Regency Level)

• Member: >3.6 million miners 

(Gold miners: + 1.2 million miners)

• Commodities: Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead, 
Plumbum, Manganese, Sulfur, Salt, Bentonit, 
Dolomit, Limestone, Kaolin, Zircon, Andesit, 
Sand, Iron Sand, Gemstone, Marble, 
Diamond, Crude Oil, etc. 

mailto:dpp.apri@gmail.com


Map of Indonesian Miners Distribution (Still categorized as illegal miners)



Estimated Number of Indonesian Informal Miners, 2018



INDONESIAN SMALL SCALE GOLD MINING

FROM 3.6 MILION MINERS
1.2 Milion are Gold Miners.
50% are full timer gold miners & 50% are  part timer gold miners.

ANNUAL GOLD PRODUCTION OF INDONESIAN GOLD MINERS 
1.2 Milion x 0.5 gram x 200 days = .120.000.000 grams = 120.000 Kgs = 120 Tons
1.2 Milion x 50% x 1 gam x 200 days = 120.000.000 grams = 120.000 Kgs = 120 Tons

ANNUAL USED OF MERCURI  IN INDONESIAN GOLD MINERS
Around 50% of 120 Tons gold are produced by amalgamation process  60 tons

In the amalgamation process, 1 gram of gold requires average of 5 grams of mercury.

So for 60 tons of gold requires about 300 tons of mercury.



Cinabar Processing

Spill when transportation

Spill when using on drum

Wasted with tailings

Furnishing

 Incorrect storage system

WHERE DOES MERCURY EXPOSURE OCCUR?



WHY DO INFORMAL MINERS STILL USING MERCURY?

1. It's easy to use mercury to get gold.

2. Non-mercury processing is more complicated and requires more 
time to get gold.

3. The absence of a permit (IPR) has caused miners to be reluctant to 
invest in non-mercury equipment that is more expensive than 
mercury processing.

4. The community mining formalization program still has many 
obstacles to reach more than a thousand locations in Indonesia.

5. It's easy to get mercury in Indonesia, both from the market and by 
self processing from cinnabar.

6. There are still many miners who realize the danger of mercury.



BASICALLY, INDONESIAN INFORMAL MINER IS NOT OBJECTIVE TO 
THE MERCURY REDUKCTION & ELEMINATION PROGRAM

WITH CONDITIONS:

1) The formalization program for informal gold mining must be 
implemented.

2) The introduction and training of non-mercury gold processing systems 
must be carried out on a massive scale, so that it can reach the entire 
mining community in a short time.

3) The repressive approach and the criminalization of miners must be 
stopped, replaced with a training and supervision program by the mine 
inspector for the application of good mining practice.

Note: 
Alternative non-mercury technology must be accepted by miners, because it has been proven to be cheaper and 
more effective than mercury technology and the cyanide process



THANK YOU!


