
Why is it Important to Monitor 
for Mercury



History over the Past Two Years

• Introduction to history

– Workshop in Taiwan, 2012

– Bilateral talks between countries
• Japan, S. Korea, Hong Kong and Shanghai, China

– Washington DC Proposal of APMMN

• July, 2013
• Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Canada, S. Korea, Japan, 

Taiwan 
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Why This Network Is Important? 



Emissions Are Increasing
Asian Growth

Evers, et al., 2012

EMEP, 2012



Small Scale Artisanal Gold Mining? 



Mercury is a global pollutant, so…

• Need global organization

• Harmonize methods and sampling times

• Global reporting of measurements



Asian Fish Consumption is High and Growing



Differences in Ethnic Groups



Differences in Ages



Mercury in Human Hair, By Region



BioDiversity Research Institute, 2012

Mercury in fish and marine mammals



Processes Contributing to Total Atmospheric Hg 
Deposition…

• Wet Deposition

• Dry Deposition

• Litterfall

• Throughfall



Working together is the best way forward!


