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Minamata Disease and Hg Pollution

» Minamata disease, a neurological disease caused by
severe Hg poisoning due to consumption of
contaminated fish, was first discovered in Minamata,
Japan in 1956,

» Hg-containing industrial wastewater discharge was the

major Hg source to the fish in Minamata Bay.
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Why Is Mercury Still A Concern?



Global Hg Pollution
» Mercury is still a pollutant of global concern.

Historical Hg concentration as a proportion of present-day, %
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Global Hg Pollution

el e KEY FINDINGS
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. : 1044 women of child-bearing age from 25 countries participated in the
¢ study. 42% of them had mercury levels greater than 1 ppm — the level that 1§

™. I approximately corresponds to the US EPA reference dose.” 55% of the )

o ?ﬁ ! .. ! women had mercury levels greater than 0.58 ppm mercury, a more recent, !

N o : science-based threshold based on data indicating harmful effects at lower

= * - ¢ levels of exposure. Mercury is a health threat to women and the developing §

GLOBAL REPORT fells, e e e ————
MERCURY IN WOMEN *  Women of the Pacific Islands have elevated mercury levels, likely due to a

fish-rich diet. Distant air emissions of mercury from coal-fired power plants,

OF CHILD-BEARING AGE cement kilns and other industries copfaminate ocean fish that serve as a
IN 25 COUNTRIES primary protein source for Pacific Islanders.

*  Artisanal small-scale gold mining results in high mercury body burdens in
women from Indonesia, Kenya, and Myanmar. Two likely mercury exposure
sources are burning mercury amalgam and eating contaminated fish.

* Industrial mercury emissions contaminate local fish and elevate mercury
levels in Thai women living nearby.

* Indigenous women in Alaska have mercury levels of concern due to their
subsistence diet of sea mammals and fish. Consumption of seals may be a
key source of mercury exposure.

*  Women from locations in Albania, Chile, Nepal, Nigeria, Kazakhstan, and
Ukraine have mercury levels of concern due to localised pollution of water-
ways and suspected fish contamination.

*  Women using mercury to gold plate statues in Nepal have elevated
mercury levels.

" This is the daily exposure that US EPA considers " likely to be without an appreciable risk of deleterious effects during a lifetime.”
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Blood Hg Concentration by Countries
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Global Hg Pollution

» Fish consumption is the major exposure route of Hg to

many people worldwide.
» Hg concentrations in fish are elevated globally.
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International Food Stan-
dards [Codex Alimen-
tarius)
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Japan

Australia and
MNew Zealand

| Korea

Standards

Fish: less than 0.5 mg/kg of methyl mercury
Carnivorous fish (shark, swordfish, and tuna):
less than 1 mg/kg of methyl mercury

Fish: less than 1 mg/kg of methyl mercury

Fish: less than 0.5 mg/kg of total mercury
Carnivorous fish including shark: less than

1 mg/kg of total mercury

Seafood (excluding abyssal fish and tuna):
less than 0.4 mg/kg of total mercury,
less than 0.3 mg/kg of methyl mercury

Fish: less than 0.5 mg/kg of total mercury
Carnivorous fish including shark: less than
1 mg/kg of total mercury

Seafood (excluding abyssal fish and tuna):
less than 0.5 mg/kg of total mercury



Global Hg Pollution

» Atmospheric deposition is the major source of Hg to many aquatic
ecosystems.

» Once deposits from atmosphere, inorganic Hg can get methylated
by bacteria to form VieHg then bioaccumulates through food chain,
resulting in higher concentrations in large long-lived predatory fish.

Hg cycle
(GMOS, 2012)




Atmospheric Mercury Cycling



Sources of Atmospheric Hg

» Natural emissions: mercury released from natural weathering
of Hg-containing rocks or by geothermal activity. 80-600 Mg yr*
(about 10% of total)

» Anthropogenic emissions: mercury released as a result of
current human activities. 1960 Mg yr* (about 30%)

» Re-emissions: mercury released to the atmosphere that are
derived from past natural and anthropogenic releases. 4000-
6300 Mg yr! (about 60%)
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Anthropogenic Hg Emissions

» Anthropogenic Hg emission is an important contributor
to the Hg in the atmosphere.

Sector Emission range), %" Doy ot | | cremation
tonnes Mercury.cel products Coal combustion .
By-product or wminfenilonal emissions industry metl?“,f{é'dﬁ'ﬂr?g”ﬁ
Foasll fisel burning il and natural
Coal burning (all usss) 474 (04-678) | 24 g8 combustien
Ol and mebdral gas barning 2.9 (4.5 - 16.3) 1
g:_:rnnygtgj;me}ung.&prnductb:-n
Primary production of 45.5(20.5 - 241) 2
ferrous metals
Prmary proeduction of non- 193 (B2 - &60) L0
ferrous metals (Al Cu, Ph, Zn)
Large-scale gold production AT (0T - 247) 5
kine productlon of meroury 117 {62 - 17.8) <1
Cement production 173 [65.5 - 646) 9
Ol refining 16 (7.3 - 26.4) 1
Cortarninated sites B2.5 (70 - 95) 4 ]Eﬂgiﬁgmus
Infentional uses (Al Cu, P, Zny
Artisanal and small-scale 727(410- 1040) | 37 ot \ S reduction
E':'I-d mining gold production
Chlor-alkall industry 284 (102 - 54.7) 1 Hg production
Consumer product waste 95.6(23.7 - 330) 5 Contamin Yhning | pevdaesion
Cremation {demtal amal garm) 346 (0.9-119) =1

Relative contributions to estimated emissions to air from
11 ‘Grand Total [1950 (1010 - 4070) | 100 anthropogenic sources in 2010. (UNEP, 2013)




Concerns in Asia



Anthropogemc Hg Emissions in 2010

Mercury emission 2010, g/km?
0 2 5 10 100 1000

Global distribution of anthropogenic mercury emissions to air in 2010.

Region® Emission (range), tonnes** %
Australia, New Zealand & Oceania 22.3(54-52.7) 1.1
Central America and the Caribbean 47.2 (19.7 -97.4) 24
CIS & other European countries 115 (42.6 - 289) 5.9
East and Southeast Asia 777 (395 - 1690) 39.7
European Union (EU27) 87.5 (445 - 226) 4.5
Middle Eastern States 37.0(16.1 - 108) 1.9
North Africa 13.6(4.8-41.2) 0.7
North America 60.7 (34.3-139) 3.1
South America 245 (128 - 465) 12.5
South Asia 154 (78.2 - 358) 79
Sub-Saharan Africa 316 (168 - 514) 16.1
Undefined (global total for emissions from 82.5 (70,0 - 95.0) 4.2
contaminated sites)

1960 (1010 - 4070) 100

1 Grand Total

Bangladesh
Cambodia
China
India
Indonesia
Japan
Korea
Laos
Malaysia
Mongolia
Philippines
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Taiwan
Thailand
Vietnam

Emission (tonnes)

1.4
3.9
575.2
144.7
78.2
17.2
7.1
1.3
6.1
6.9
33.1
0.9
0.6
5.5
14.9
11.6

(UNEP, 2013)
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Trends in Anthropogenic Hg Emissions

Anthropogenic Hg emissions from Europe and North
America are declining, whereas emissions from Asia
are increasing.
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Estimates of annual anthropogenic mercury emissions from
different continents/regions, 1990-2005. (UNEP, 2013)



Projections of Global Hg Emissions in 2050
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Projections of Global Mercury
Emissions in 2050

DAVID G. STREETS,* "™ QIANG ZHANG,™

AND YE wWU*?

TABLE 4. Mercury Emissions in 2050 by Scenario and World

Region (Mg/yr)

North

scenario America

2050 A1B  225.9
2050 A2 2391
2050 B1 121.9
2050 B2 131.3

Central
and South
America

473.6
415.6
340.4
331.2

Africa Middle East

509.6
3755
357.0
308.1

Europe,
Russia,

676.5
667.3
358.1
398.0

4 )

Asia and
Oceania world

2970.0 4855.6
2208.5 3905.9
1208.9 2386.2

1461.4 2629.9

__/

» ltis likely that Hg emission will increase in the future.
The main driving force is the expansion of coal-
burning electricity generation, especially in Asia.

(Streets et al., 2009)



Biomass Burning Hg Emissions
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Hg emissions
Mg Hg/year

regions mean sD?
BONA 22 16
TENA 6 3
CEAM 22 25
NHSA 13 10
SHSA 95 39
EURO 2 1
MIDE 0 0
NHAF 83 13
SHAF 58 7
BOAS 99 83
CEAS 7 2
SEAS 57 35
EQAS 192 216
AUSI 19 ]
global 675 240
boreal® 121 85
temperate® 9 3
ROW“? 545 224

SEAS + EQAS = 249 Mg Hg/year = 37% of global biomass burning emission



Distribution of Atmospheric Hg Concentrations

and Deposition Fluxes: Modeling Results
Net Mercury Deposition
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Figure 2. Global distribution of ensemble mean annual GEM concentra-
tion in ambient air (a) and annual total mercury deposition (b) in 2013.
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Trend in SW Hg Conc. in Surface Oceans
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Rising Hg Levels in the Pacific Tuna
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Mercury levels in Hawaiian bigeye, yellowfin
tuna rising

7 March 2017, by Jim Erickson

Most of the work was done while Drevnick was at
U-M, and the research was funded in part by the
university. The new study updates yellowfin
findings that Drevnick reported two years ago and
expands the effort to include bigeye tuna.

"This paper confirms our previous work showing
that mercury concentrations in yellowfin tuna
caught near Hawaii are increasing, and it
demonstrates that the same phenomenon is
happening in bigeye tuna,” Drevnick said.

Bigeye tuna. Credit: Allen Shimada, NOAA NMFS OST Both yellowfin and bigeye tuna are marketed as ahi

and are widely used in raw fish dishes—especially
sashimi—or for grilling. In January, the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency added bigeye
tuna to its list of fish to be avoided by pregnant
women, women who might become pregnant,
breastfeeding women and young children due to
mercury concerns.

Mercury concentrations in Hawaiian-caught bigeye
and yellowfin tuna are steadily rising and mirror
increases in North Pacific waters that have been
linked to atmospheric mercury emissions from
Asia.

Researchers compiled and re-analyzed data from
previously published reports on yellowfin and
bigeye tuna caught near Hawaii over the past four
decades, then used a mathematical model to look
for trends.

Mercury is a toxic trace metal that can accumulate
to high concentrations in fish, posing a health risk
to people who eat large, predatory marine fish such
as swordfish and tuna. In the open ocean, the
principal source of mercury is atmospheric
deposition from human activities, especially
emissions from coal-fired power plants and
artisanal gold mines.

They found that mercury concentrations in
yellowfin tuna increased about 5.5 percent per
year between 1998 and 2008. Levels in bigeye
tuna increased about 3.9 percent per year from
2002 to 2008. Mercury concentrations tended to be
greater in bigeye tuna than in yellowfin tuna.

In North Atlantic waters, mercury concentrations
peaked in the 1980s and '90s and are now
declining in response to environmental regulations

in North America and Europe.
The work was reported in a study scheduled for P

online publication March 6 in the journal
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry. The first
author is Paul Drevnick, a former University of
Michigan researcher who now works for the
Alberta provincial government in Calgary. The
other author is Barbara Brooks of the Hawaii
Department of Health.

But in the North Pacific, mercury concentrations in
waters shallower than 1,000 meters increased
about 3 percent per year between 1995 and 2006
and are expected to double by 2050 if current
mercury deposition rates are maintained, according
to Drevnick.

"The temporal trend in mercury concentrations in

P|-|vs§>f, IR

Mercury levels in Hawaiian yellowfin tuna

increasing

2 February 2015

Mercury concentrations in Hawaiian yellowfin tuna mercury levels in open ocean fish are responsive to

are increasing at a rate of 3.8 percent or more per
year, according to a new University of Michigan-led
study that suggests rising atmospheric levels of the
toxin are to blame.

Mercury is a potent toxin that can accumulate to
high concentrations in fish, posing a health risk to
people who eat large, predatory marine fish such
as swordfish and tuna. In the open ocean, the
principal source of mercury is atmospheric
deposition from human activities, especially
emissions from coal-fired power plants and
artisanal gold mining.

For decades, scientists have expected to see
mercury levels in open-ocean fish increase in
response to rising atmaspheric concentrations, but
evidence for that hypothesis has been hard to find.
In fact, some studies have suggested that there

has been no change in mercury concentration in

ocean fish.

By compiling and re-analyzing three previously
published reports on yellowfin tuna caught near
Hawaii, U-M's Paul Drevnick and two colleagues
found that the concentration of mercury in that
species increased at least 3.8 percent per year
from 1998 to 2008.

A paper about the study is scheduled for online
publication in the journal Environmental Toxicology
and Chemistry on Feb. 2. The other authors are
Carl Lamborg of the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution, now at the University of California at
Santa Cruz, and Martin Horgan.

"The take-home message is that mercury in tuna
appears to be increasing in lockstep with data and
model predictions for mercury concentrations in
water in the North Pacific,” said Drevnick, an
assistant research scientist at the U-M School of
Natural Resources and Environment and at the U-
M Biological Station. "This study confirms that

mercury emissions."

Drevnick and his colleagues reanalyzed data from
three studies that sampled the same yellowfin tuna
population near Hawaii in 1971, 1998 and 2008. In
each of the three studies, muscle tissues were
tested for total mercury, nearly all of which was the
toxic organic form, methylmercury.

In their re-analysis, Drevnick and his colleagues
included yellowfins between 48 and 167 pounds
and used a computer model that controls for the
effect of fish body size. Data from 229 fish were
analyzed: 111 from 1971, 104 from 1998 and 14
from 2008.

The researchers found that mercury concentrations
in the yellowfins did not change between the 1971
and 1998 datasets. However, concentrations were
higher in 2008 than in either 1971 or 1998.
Between 1998 and 2008, the mercury
concentration in yellowfins increased at a rate
greater than or equal to 3.8 percent a year,
according to the new study.

"Mercury levels are increasing globally in ocean
water, and our study is the first to show a
consequent increase in mercury in an open-water
fish," Drevick said. "More stringent policies are
needed to reduce releases of mercury into the
atmosphere. If current deposition rates are
maintained, North Pacific waters will double in
mercury by 2050."

Yellowfin tuna, often marketed as ahi, is widely
used in raw fish dishes—especially sashimi—or for
grilling. The Natural Resources Defense Council's
guide to mercury in sushi lists yellowfin tuna as a
"high mercury" species.

More information: Drevnick, P. E., Lamborg, C.
H. and Horgan, M. J. (2015), Increase in mercury in
Pacific yellowfin tuna. Environmental Toxicology




International Actions
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Minamata Convention on Mercury

» The Minamata Convention on Mercury was opened
for signature by governments at a Diplomatic
Conference on October 9-11, 2013 in Japan.

» Minamata Convention on Mercury entered into force
on

UN(“; MINAMATA #MakeMercuryHistory
IN % convenTion @minamataMEA
environment ON MERCURY

AUGUST

== ENTRY INTO FORCE

MINAMATA CONVENTION
ON MERCURY

TEXT AND ANNEXES

e

6 9 ratifications as I First Conference of the Parties
=29 r
of 23 June 2017 24-29 September 2017 I

Geneva, Switzerland
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Minamata Convention on Mercury

Article 19
Research, development and monitoring

1. Parties shall endeavour to cooperate to develop and improve, taking
into account their respective circumstances and capabilities:

(a) Inventories of use, consumption, and anthropogenic emissions to
air and releases to water and land of mercury and mercury compounds;

(b) Modelling and geographically representative monitoring of
levels of mercury and mercury compounds in vulnerable populations
and in environmental media, including biotic media such as fish, marine

mammals, sea turtles and birds, as well as collaboration in the collection
and exchange of relevant and appropriate samples;

(c) Assessments of the impact of mercury and mercury compounds
on human health and the environment, in addition to social, economic
and cultural impacts, particularly in respect of vulnerable populations;

(d) Harmonized methodologies for the activities undertaken under
subparagraphs (a), (b) and (c);

(e) Information on the environmental cycle, transport (including
long-range transport and deposition), transformation and fate of mercury
and mercury compounds in a range of ecosystems, taking appropriate
account of the distinction between anthropogenic and natural emissions
and releases of mercury and of remobilization of mercury from historic
deposition;

(f) Information on commerce and trade in mercury and mercury
compounds and mercury-added products; and

(@) Information and research on the technical and economic
availability of mercury-free products and processes and on best available
techniques and best environmental practices to reduce and monitor
emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds.

2. Parties should, where appropriate, build on existing monitoring
networks and research programmes in undertaking the activities identified
in paragraph 1.

Article 22
Effectiveness evaluation

1. The Conference of the Parties shall evaluate the effectiveness of this
Convention, beginning no later than six years after the date of entry into
force of the Convention and periodically thereafter at intervals to be
decided by it.

2. To facilitate the evaluation, the Conference of the Parties shall, at its
first meeting, initiate the establishment of arrangements for providing
itself with comparable monitoring data on the presence and movement of
mercury and mercury compounds in the environment as well as trends in
levels of mercury and mercury compounds observed in biotic media and
vulnerable populations.

3. The evaluation shall be conducted on the basis of available scientific,
environmental, technical, financial and economic information, including:

(a) Reports and other monitoring information provided to the
Conference of the Parties pursuant to paragraph 2;

(b) Reports submitted pursuant to Article 21;

(c) Information and recommendations provided pursuant to Article
15; and

(d) Reports and other relevant information on the operation of
the financial assistance, technology transfer and capacity-building
arrangements put in place under this Convention.
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Atmospheric Hg Monitoring Worldwide
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Currently, long-term or background atmospheric Hg monitoring

activities in SE and S Asia are still lacking.
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Asia Pacific Mercury Monitoring Network

Asia Pacific Mercury
Monitoring Network

Systematically monitor wet deposition
and atmospheric concentrations of
mercury in a network of stations
throughout the Asia-Pacific region
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