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PRESENT STATUS OF WASTE MANAGEMENT

OPEN DUMPING

[Land/ Rivers/ Ocean]

Incineration (healthcare waste)

Landfilling (20 TPD of MSW)

Recycling (E-waste, informal)

Export 

(scrap metal, recycled-E-waste) 



3

Class D (>200t/d) t/d

Kollonnawa ~1000

Karadiyana ~500

Class  C (50-

200t/d)

t/d

Kandy ~150

Kotte ~90

Maharagama ~80

Kaduwela ~55

Kalmunei ~70

Katththankudi ~60

Kurunegala ~50

Anuradhapura ~50

Negambo ~90

Panadura ~50

Galle ~70

~ 10

Class  A (<10t/d) #

Pradeshiya saba 200

Urban councils 5

~205

Class  B (10-50t/d) #

Pradeshiya saba 30

Urban councils 35

Municipal councils 5 (3)

~70Nuwara Eliya Landfill
Class B, 2003

Gohagoda
150 t/d

Negambo
70 t/d

Trinco
40 t/d

Karadiyana
500 t/d

Kollonnawa
800 t/d

Addalachchena
50 t/d

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE OPEN DUMPS

~ 300 dumpsites in the country



Mainly non-biodegradable waste











1st Sanitary Landfill started in 2014

20 Metric Tons/ Day

2nd Sanitary Landfill (Aruwakkalu)

500 Metric Tons/ Day (by 2020)



ISSUE & CHALLENGES

1) Insufficient infrastructure for MSW, Hazardous, Industrial waste management

 Collection & Transport 

 Treatment, processing and 

Disposal

2) Policy & Regulations

Gaps in monitoring and regulating (prioritization)

 Implementation

3) Lack of Research and Development initiatives 

 Research and development infrastructure

 Research funds

4) Knowledge / Awareness 

 Academics, researchers, administrators

 Public



RESEARCH, ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING

Mercury ?



WAY FORWARD: RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS



1ST STEP- WET DEPOSITION SAMPLING 

 Establish “wet deposition collector” station at University of Peradeniya 

 Weather station (7°15'7.19"N 80°35'40.86"E) ~500 m above MSL



CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT 

 Our Strength:  Human resources, basic facilities, 
multidisciplinary & collaborative research

 Training Needs: Mercury Monitoring (for academics, 
researchers, technicians)

 Collaborative Research & Development: Policy & legislation 
formulation, environmental assessment, monitoring

 Knowledge & Technology Transfer: Recovery and recycling, 
alternative technologies

 Networking: APMMN
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