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Introduction

• Background

- The Institute of Applied Sciences (IAS) of the University of South Pacific is a
research and commercial entity of the university that provides service to its 14
Pacific Island member Countries in the Pacific Island Region (PIR)

- One of six regional reference laboratories for POPs under the Stockholm
Convention (ambient air, human milk, plasma and water)

- The Analytical Laboratory of IAS has 4 units (Water, Food, Microbiology and
Biofuel) that is accredited under ISO17025 and IANZ (International Accreditation
of New Zealand).

• Total mercury (accredited test under compliance with IANZ requirements)















Limitation and knowledge GAPs

• Lack of capacity (air quality assessment for Hg)

• No monitoring program in place for Hg 

• No baseline on wet deposition (levels of Hg)

• Lack of capacity methyl mercury (biological and environmental)

• Lack of inventory (storage, disposal and emission sources of Hg)

• Trends for Hg in Fiji and the PIR 



Future activities

• Networking (joining the APMMN and “expert laboratories”)

• Capacity building and training (Hg in air and wet deposition)

• Establishment of Hg monitoring sites (active and passive samplers)

• USP-IAS service to regional member Islands Countries that are 
signatories to the “Minamata Convention”

• Article 19 (Research Development and Monitoring) 

• Article 22 (Effectiveness Evaluation) 

• Extension of compliance for Hg accredited tests 

• Data towards “baseline” for Hg in fish, water, air and population 



Conclusion remarks

• The amount of available data on Hg in Fiji and other PICs is very 
limited

• Capacity building (sampling and testing Hg and methyl mercury)

• Developing monitoring and assessment capacity in a regional centre




